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The beauty of Christmas lies in its enduring message of hope and love.   

This year we celebrated and paid tribute as a nation to all our forebears and friends who 

fought against colonial governance so that we can enjoy our independence.  We celebrated 

as Christians the biblical significance of 50 years as a year for celebrating freedom, 

forgiveness and true remorse.   

Today, on this Christmas day, despite the loss of lives and the heart-wrenching devastation 

caused by cyclone Evan just 11 days ago to our homes, possessions, crops, trees and animals, 

we still have much to be thankful for.  Even in our times of suffering there is always hope. 

There are many examples in the Bible and in history of those who have kept their faith in 

God’s goodness despite their suffering.    Through the story of Job we learn that suffering is 

not so much about punishment as it is about faith, commitment and integrity.  Through 

suffering we learn about the meaning of life; about what really matters and why. 

Viktor Frankl survived the horrors of the Nazi concentration camps to tell the world with 

such profound grace just how his suffering gave him new and deeper insights into why we 

must live, why we must develop a will to always search for meaning, a will to always have 

hope in what is good and decent about life and living.  In his search he shares a truth that 

comes to him during one of the bleakest moments of his time in the camps.  That is, that 

“[t]he salvation of man is through love and in love” – “love is the ultimate and the highest 

goal to which man can aspire”. 

In Australia the story of Pete Anderson is inspiring.  Like Viktor Frankl his story offers 

profound messages about the meaning of life.  During his battle with the debilitating Motor 

Neurone Disease, Pete would sometimes lose hope.  In those moments he would think of 

those he loved and those who despite it all still loved him.  In 2009 he was able to come to 

Samoa to visit his brother Matt and his family.  Watching his young daughter Eliza be free 

and unburdened in Samoa gave Pete much happiness.  Pete shares with us the irony that 

often it is in illness and in death that families are galvanised together in their love and 

affection for one another.  For it is in these moments that we as humans can develop the 

stubborn will to fight against the odds, to develop an inner strength and optimism, to battle 

on and refuse to let circumstances get us down.   

It was only three years ago on September the 29th, 2009, that we faced the tragedy of the 

tsunami that hit Samoa, American Samoa and Tonga.  In that tragedy we came together as a 

nation to support each other and rebuild.  During that time we heard many stories of 

strength and hope.  We heard of the seven year old boy from Saleapaga who refused to run 

to higher ground and leave his grandmother behind.  His grandmother, who survived, will 



always remember the love and sacrifice of her grandson, memorialised in that moment 

when he grabbed her hand and said “sau ta o” (come let’s go), only to be taken from her 

moments later by the tsunami.   

Today we remember the strength and courage of another young man, Tanu Tanu, who in 

the midst of cyclone Evan jumped into the dangerously swirling currents of the Vaisigano to 

save the life of a mother, while her son looked on with anxious tears.  But tragically after 

bringing her back to safety Tanu lost his footing on the slippery muddy bank and despite 

Police efforts to hold onto him, was swept away by the tremendous force of the river.  We 

take pause today to remember this young man and the many others who despite danger to 

their own lives responded to cries for help during the storm.  

In facing our trials and tribulations we remember the wisdom of Scripture: “There is a time 

for everything…a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot; a 

time to kill and a time to heal; a time to tear down and a time to build; a time to weep and a 

time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-4).  God makes all 

these things beautiful in their time.  In our human weakness we may find it hard to fathom 

the beauty of suffering caused by taking innocent life, especially when so young.  The pain 

can become unbearable.  It takes the strength of Job, of Viktor, of Pete and of Tanu to 

remind us that in our suffering there is always hope because there is always love. 

The essential message of Christmas is that God will always respond to us in love.  He gave us 

His only begotten son to suffer on our behalf so that we can find redemption and peace, 

wisdom and love, in our lives.  The best Christmas gift we can give back to God is a pledge of 

commitment to always search for His love in our meditations, our thinking and especially in 

our doing.   

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas. 

Soifua. 

 


